THE CONQUEST
The King of France could not successfully summon them to
follow him in war. At the best he could only hope to set
himself in their place. The Crown only gradually acquired
those great feudal provinces, sometimes by a marriage, some-
times" by a veiled form of conquest. But of such great feudal
provinces in England there were none. What would have
corresponded to them would have been Scotland and Wales
and Ireland, but these were as yet wholly independent of the
King of England. In France, then, the great model of feudalism
over all the West, the king had direct superiority over the
nobles of his own demesne, but those of, say, Brittany or
Normandy or Champagne had nothing to do with him; they
owed duty to their own count or duke, who was virtually
monarch of his district. In England it was otherwise, and
remained otherwise throughout English history until the end
of the feudal system. There was no district, not even a county
palatine like Cheshire, the landowners of which were responsible
to their local chief and not to the king; everywhere the land-
owner was responsible to the king as well as to his local chief.
This arrangement profoundly affected the course of English
history from the Conquest onward, helping to mould the unity
of the country. In especial it gave the king the right to send
out his judges everywhere and try cases throughout the territory.
And when national councils arose, later called Parliaments, this
arrangement made for the summoning of one national council
and Parliament, whereas in France there were many, one in
one province and one in another, with only very occasional
general meetings of the whole realm.
The second great act was the survey, which came to be
known by the popular nickname of Doomsday, or Domesday
Book. It was not a complete survey of all the land, such as
a modern Government would make, and the misreading of a
contemporary rhetorical phrase to that effect has confused a
proper understanding of it. The motive of the survey was not
to get general statistics about the realm of England as a whole,
but only to make certain, in detail, of all the payments due to
the king from the land—as distinguished from sums paid
through the administration of justice, through the use of the
forests, etc. William sent out officials (legates) whose duty it
was to hold an inquiry in each hundred (the hundred was then
the administrative unit). To this inquiry came the priest of

